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WILL OF WILLIAM PARKS, THE FIRST PRINTER IN 

VIRGINIA. 

With Note by Lawrence C. Wroth, Assistant Librarian Enoch 
Pratt Library, Baltimore. 

In the Name of God Amen I William Parks of the City of 
Williamsburg in the Dominion of Virginia Gent being sick and 
weak of body but of Perfect and sound Mind and MeMory do make 
and ordain this my last will and Testament in manner and form 
following That is to say I bequeath my Soul to God hoping through 
the merits of Christ the same shall be saved and my body to be 
buried in a decent manner. Imprimis — I give and [bequeath?] 
all my Estate whether Eeal or Personal to my Daughter Eleanor 
Shelton and the heirs of her body lawfully begotten after all my 
Just Debts and legacys hereafter bequeath [ed?] are duly dis- 
charged. 

Item I give and bequeath to my sister Jane Spitsburg fifty 
pounds current money of Virginia. 

Item I give and bequeath One hundred Pounds like money to be 
divided equally amongst my said Sister Jane Spitsburgs children 
to be paid to my brother in Law Thomas Spitsburg or his lawful 
Attorney — 

Item I give and bequeath to my Sister Elizabeth Parks fifty 
Pounds current money of Virginia aforesaid. It is my desire 
that my wife Eleanor Parks and my son in Law John Shelton do 
carry on and complete Printing the Laws of Virginia which I 
have undertaken. And it is my desire that the accounts now oPen 
between Mrs. Sarah Pack and me be settled by Mr. John Garland 
on her part and Mr. Benjamin Waller on my part and all con- 
tracts or agreements between the said Sarah Pack and me to stand 
void til the determination of John Garland and Benjamin Waller 
aforesaid. It is my will and desire that my Executors hereafter 
mentioned do take care of and perform the articles stipulated be- 
tween me and Benjamin Bayley. 

I do hereby constitute and appoint my Son in law John Shelton 
of Hanover County and Benjamin Waller and William Prentis of 
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Williamsburg Gentlemen Executors of this my last Will & Testa- 
ment — And it is my Will and desire that Mr. Benjamin Waller 
will be pleased to accept of twenty pounds for executing this my 
Will. 

In WITNESS whereof I have hereunto set my hand and af- 
fixed my Seal this thirtieth day of March Anno. Dom. One thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty. 

Wm. Parks 

Signed Sealed and Declared in presence of. 

Andw Watson 

Thomas Williamson 

Graham Frank 

Thos. Smith— 

At a Court held for York County the 18th day of June 11150. 

This will was proved by the Oaths of Andrew Watson Thomas 
Williamson and Thomas Smith Witness thereto sworn to by John 
Shelton one of the Executors therein named and ordered to be 
recorded and on the motion of the said John Shelton who with 
Benjamin Waller Gent, and Nathaniel Crawley his Secureties 
entered into and acknowledged Bond according to law certificate 
was granted him for obtaining a Probat thereof in due form: 
liberty being reserved to the other Executors named in the said 
Will to join in the Probat when they shall think fit: 

Teste : 

Thos. Evard Ct Clerk— 
A Copy Teste: 

(Signed) Floyd Hollow ay 

Clerk- 
page 183 : Wills & Inventories 20 : 1746 to 1759 

Until his death in the year 1750, Parks continued to fill an 
important place in the public life of Virginia. In the course of 
a voyage to England undertaken in this year, he came down with 
a pleurisy and died after a short illness. His body was carried to 
England and there buried. That his labors after all had been 
unrewarded may be inferred from the fact that at his death his 
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assets were found to be slightly more than six thousand pounds, 
while his liabilities were only a few pounds less than this amount. 
There was no printer of his day, however, Franklin alone excepted, 
whose service to typography and letters in America presents a 
greater claim on the interest and gratitude of posterity. 

For information as to Parks in Virginia, consult the Journals 
of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, [for the years 1727-1758]. 
Richmond, 1909-1910; Thomas, History of Printing in America; 
William and Mary College Quarterly, 7: 10-12; Weeks, L. H., 
History of Paper Manufacturing in the U. 8., 1690-1916. N. Y. 
1916. See also his will and inventory and accounts in the Court 
House, York Town, Va. Copies of these are in the Maryland His- 
torical Society. 

After this account of William Parks had been set and paged, 
and consequently when it was too late for an extensive investiga- 
tion, the author came upon a clue which may lead to the discovery 
of the origin and early life of this interesting printer. In the 
Catalogue of an Exhibition of Boohs — Illustrative of the History 
& Progress of Printing and Bookselling in England, 1477-1800, 
Held at Stationers' Hall 25-29 June, 1912, by the International 
Association of Antiquarian Booksellers, item No. 895 is an edition 
of Jones, S., The Most Important Question, What is Truth, 
printed by William Parks at Ludlow in Shropshire, England, in 
1719-20. The editor of the catalogue has appended this note: 
"The first book printed at Ludlow, The printer afterwards emi- 
grated to America and started printing at Annapolis." Imme- 
diately after perusing this entry, the author began a search in 
available histories of Ludlow and Shropshire for verification of 
the statement as to the identity of William Parks of Ludlow and 
Annapolis, but in the short time at his disposal secured no definite 
information. He discovered, however, that at a short distance from 
the town of Oswestry in Shropshire there is a celebrated "half- 
timbered" mansion known as "Park Hall", and, that there is an- 
other "Park Hall" at Bitterley near Ludlow. Recalling, as is stated 
in this narrative, that on April 19, 1731, a tract known as "Park 
Hall" was surveyed in Maryland for William Parks, and knowing 
the tendency of the colonial American to name his tract after some 
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English estate dear or familiar to him, he felt that he was in the 
way of throwing light of an interesting nature on the early life 
of this emigrant printer. Through the kindness of the New Eng- 
land Historic Genealogical Society examination was made of the 
parish registers of Oswestry in the Shropshire Parish Register 
Society (Diocese of St. Asaph) series, but with negative results, 
except to show that Parks was a common name in that neighbor- 
hood, as it seems to have been also in the neighborhood of Bitterley. 

This evidence is so slender in amount and character that the 
author hesitates to add to it more of the same nature, but the fact 
that among the slaves left by William Parks was a negro man 
named "Ludlow" seems to have sufficient significance to justify 
its inclusion among the other indications of the identity of William 
Parks, printer of Annapolis, Maryland, and William Parks, printer 
of Ludlow, England. 

Through Messrs. B. F. Stevens & Brown of London the fol- 
lowing additional information has been received concerning Wil- 
liam Parks, the first printer of Ludlow, England. The Bev. W. G. 
D. Fletcher, Honorary Secretary of the Shropshire Parish Register 
Society, writes that the Ludlow Parish Register records the bap- 
tism on March 20, 1719/20 of "William, son of William Parks 
and Elianor." This was doubtless the son of William Parks the 
Ludlow printer. The connection which this entry provides be- 
tween William Parks of Ludlow and William Parks of Annapolis 
lies in the name of the wife, which is given as Eleanor in the will 
of the Maryland and Virginia printer (Wills and Inventories, 
20: 183, 1746-1759 in Court House, Yorktown, Va., dated March 
30, 1750.) No son was mentioned in this will. Mr. Fletcher com- 
municated the matter of the inquiry to Henry T. Weyman, Esq. 
F. S. A. of Fishmore Hall, Ludlow, who transmitted to him in 
reply some interesting facts as to the activities of William Parks 
of Ludlow. Mr. Weyman writes in reference to this Parks that 
he was the publisher of the first newspaper of Ludlow, probably 
the first in Shropshire, entitled "The Ludlow Post-Man, Or the 
Weekly Journal." Some copies of this newspaper are in the British 
Museum and a reproduction of the first page of its first issue was 
printed in Cassell's Family Magazine in October 1896, p. 885. In 
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this reproduction of No. 1, the date of publication is given as Fri- 
day, October 9, 1719, and the introductory address of its publishei 
is signed "Typographer". One familiar with Parks' Maryland 
Gazette, seeing this reproduction, will notice immediately the simi- 
larity in the arrangement of the two headings; that is, the title 
centered between two decorative and symbolical woodcuts, repre- 
senting Neptune and Mercury in the Maryland Gazette, a mounted 
postman and the arms of Ludlow in the Ludlow Post-Man. The 
imprint of this journal is "Ludlow published by William Parkes". 
Mr. Weyman refers to an announcement by W. Parkes in 1720 oi 
the forthcoming publication by him of a "Prospect of the Demi 
Collegiate Church of Ludlow", price one shilling. 

In the information here set forth, for which thanks are due to 
Messrs. Fletcher and Weyman, there appears no proof that William 
Parks of Ludlow and William Parks of Annapolis were the same, 
but the facts presented in this and in the preceding paragraphs 
seem to indicate their identity with a sufficient degree of certainty 
to justify one in thinking of this interesting printer as "William 
Parks of Ludlow, Annapolis and Williamsburgh," even though the 
evidence so far collected is not enough to prove this claim. 



